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Thu Administration Report of the Dep)ai'tmeiit o£ Aruhieolo- 
gy iv/F the year IIH M. K. Forivarded by the SiipRi'iuteiident of che 
Department with his letter No. ii2/37, diitecl the lllth Jatnuiry 
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Order D. Dis. No. 1S2 of 37/Edn., daied 
Trivandriiia, 8tii February 1987. 

RECORDED. 


2. In view of its usefulness to the Department, the post of 
the temporary Artist Draftsman was made permaneiit from the 
bL-giuuiiig of the year. 

5. Mr. U- Vasudeva Poduval B. A., Superintendent of 
Archaeology, was deputed by GnvurnmenL to attend the Eighth 
Session of the All-India Oriental CoufereutM; held in Mysore in Dg- 
uember 1935. The Conference has been invited to hold its next 
session in Trivandrum in December 1937 ; and the iiivitaciou has 
been accepted. 

4. Metisures taken towards the conservation of the Padnia- 
iiabhapurain Palace and the murals therein made steady progre.ss 
during the year. 

5, Trial excavations at Trikkakkara were resumed: and two 
other excavations were conducted in tioitth Travancore. The results 
of the experiments conducted by the Department in this direction 
are awaited. The working of this Department has been satisfac- 
tney., 

(By order) 

N. Kdnjak Pillai, 

Chief Secreiary ia Governm§nU 


To the Superintendent of Archajology. 
the Superintendent, Govemment Press, 
the Central Printing Office, 
the Legi.slative Section, 
the Press doom, 
the Account Officer. 






From 


To 


Office up tbb Scperintendbet 

tiV AkCJI.EOLoOY, TRITAKDKUM, 

14 th Dfc ember 19H5. 

K. Vtisudiiva Ptiduval Ksq. B, 
Supei'iitteodenc of Archfrologyi 

Tiivaiidrum. 


The CbisE Secretary to GoTcrnment, 

TriTandrum, 


I have the honour to submit hereAvlth the Annual Keport of 
the working of the Department of Arclneologs' in Travamfflpj for 
the year utiding tli.) 31st Kiirkatakotu 1111 m. b. (193o— 36 a. d.) 


General 


There was no change in the stuff n£ the Department in thn 
year. 1 h ! Chirk-Typist of thj office Mr. S. SuryanarayntiR Pillal 
availed himself of pr.vilHge leave for one month and two days from 
the Iktit Vrischigom llll H. e. mid also of s'.ck leave t-r four 
m"ir. Iis and alMven days in eontimiatioii. Jlessrs. P. Kiirunatira 
PuHikk'ir. M Kujattu Iyer and M. Sankara rainau were appoinbKl to 
act tH the leave vacanev. 

Mr B. Srinirasan Potti the Photogr.ipher of the Depart- 
meat aUo avail id litmoelf of privilege leave for Hftren daysi from the 
2Md i hulatn 1111. and again for twentylive days from the 15fh 
Mediim to tlie 'irh Jidnvam lUlM. k. and in tout imiar ion sick 
UtTtfor fortyihi-ei* days. Mr. C. 0. Ramachaiidran was appoint- 
ed to act in the first instance; and Mr. M. Kamankurti Nair after 
wards 

Mr, V. Padmanabha Plllai the tempo’'ary Artist- Draftsman 
®f the Deparfmciit was confirmed with effect fropi the 1st Chinaom 
nil M. R. Cvi<U Vr O. D. Die. No. 451/36/Kdn: dated the iOth 
Uan-h 1936) in th ■ scale of fts. 25— 3/2— 40, 

Tours 

I was sway on tour for seventystx days in the year for the 
colleetioii and exploration of a nriqi titles hi the .State, The Pandit- 
AsMstant spent iweutynine dtiys in camp. The places visited by us 
aiie given in Appendix X. The main oliyict of our tom's iu the 
Stare was to vi-iit ancient j^ites of IiistorKtil, archa*oiogi(-.il or artistic 
interest with a view to finding out old inscrip’ ions and works of art 
not hitherto brought to ligln. I was also away in Mysore as the 
State’s delegare for a period of ten days in the month of Dhaiiu llll 
(December 1935 — .latmary 193o)to atterd the eighth session of the 
All- India Orieiual Conference, 
a P. T. 191$. 331, 2-12-1112. 


B 
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The work o£ the year consisted mainly of epigraphy, excava- 
tion and conservation. 

Epigraphy. 

An important discovery of tlie year related to an ancient 
Vat.teluttu inscription in the village of Penimpalutur in the N'eyySt* 
tinkani Tnlnk abj.ur 15 miles south-fast of Trivandrum- The* re- 
cord is engraved on the surl'ace of the ruined of an anci- 

ent Vi^iQii temple which once existed there. The place is known as 
riruiiarayaijattukavii; and there is even now in the vicinity an old 
Nair house bearing tlie name oE Narayanattukavu. The temple, 
which must once have been in a nourishing coiiditiuii, had fallen iuto 
ruins by the ravages of time; and the debris was covered by earth. 
The inscription is assigned to the i*_tb century a, n.. and belongs to 
the lOth year of the reigu of the Ay- King ’Ko-Karunandadaklcin, 
and refei-s to the cons Tuc lion of a ‘%tUp%tha". L’nt'oriunately the 
record is damaged at the end. Neverlheltss. it is of great importance 
as it is the Hrst of its kind d.scovered in the State north of Kulit- 
tura in Sou.h T ravancorc : and no liihic inscription of this king 
was discovered dut iiig the last 5 decades. The Tripparappu copper 
plate men ions one Aviyalan itadakk.iii, the Perumbaniiikkaii of Sii 
Vailabh'i of V illnflam, i he manufacturer of arms and ammumtion of 
Ko-Karuiiatidadiikban; ai;d it is not known whether the Vilifiiiam 
mentioned in this record has any bearing on the same’. 

The second inscription was copied from the basement of the 
Drajni^Utmhha of the Kanya Hhagavati temple at Cape Coraori]], It 
is in <Tr(tutlni scr.pt and Sanskrit language. The engraving is not 
deep. Though the depiirtment had copied this inscription twice 
previously, the impression was defective; ind the estttmpage now 
taken has enabled a proper decipherment of the same. The in scrip- 
tion bsg'ns \virh ’'SubIiamastu-N'amaBtuftga—SiraScumbi — Candra' 
cam.tracanive Traiiokyanagararambharaalastarabhaya Sambhave” 
and describes the prasasti ol' the Yijayanagar Dynasty of kings, ft 
may be mentioned in this connection that there is also another in- 
scription discovered at Cape Comorin relating to the Vi ja} auagar 
Kings. 

The third lithic record was found on the left side of the pil- 
Itir at the entrance behind the Dvajastambha of the Kanya Bhagn- 
vati temple. It is dated in Kollara 74U Adi 10 (1565 a. d.) and 
mentions one De^dy^, daughter of ipijicci Ammai of Isanti-man- 
giilam, who made some gifts to the temple. This inscription is also 
very much damaged. 

t. Vide page 199. T. A. .S. Vo!. J. 



The fourth one is engraved on the western prakara wall of 
the Kanya-Bhagavati temple. It is in script, and belongs 

to the Cola King Raja Raja Kfisari Varman, and is dated in his 
fifteenth year (1000 A. D.). The purpose of the inscription is the 
gift of twenty five sheep for a perix'tual lamp. The record begins 
with the historical intro Inetio i hoginiiing with ** Tirumakalpola- 
parunilacrelviyum” etc. 

Tlie next inscription was discovered iti the Sthat^unatha- 
svamin temple at Siichindmiu. [t is engraved on the northern wall 
of the gate of the uasLern Goimra', an t n^fers to the constrncLion of 
the temple Girpura in Ko lam 720 (1.545 a . n.) by King Vittsila. 
The text of the record is engraved in the Granika script; and a ti-aus* 
lation of it in Tamil is also found just below. Unfortunuiely both 
the Grantha and Tamil port oi is of the record are very much da- 
maged. 

The sixth inscription n lates to a well presen’ed lithic record 
engraved on the four si.iei of a standing stone, west of the Gopura 
of the Sthaijiinathasvaniin temple, Suchfndram. Its script is in 
Tamil; and it is daterl in Saka li>2c KoUam HoO Mast 26. It refers 
to the settlement pE accotiiics in conncc:ion with the ^"‘ptlja’^ and the 
sp.-cia I feeding ‘'Snttif” Lhlama" etc. of the (emp:e of Sthanu- 
nathasvimin lietween Svarttimm (king) and the temple Assembly. 
The last of the epigraph U“<d records copied in the year wtis also from 
Suebindrara. It is engraved on the north wall of the main gate of 
the Gopura in front of the temple, ft is in Tamil script and is tiatod 
in Kollum 022 (1447 A. d.), Tiiis inscrip. ion is important as it 
mentions the additional title of Saftkaraiiarayaiia Mhrti Velaikaran 
to the Travail core King Bhatala VJra Rama Varma. It states that 
when the king was ciiaimpiiig in his palace at Talaikulam in Malai- 
mufldalam, he ordered certain ^'pfijas'' to be performed in the temple 
of Tiruv6akafetmudayftr on the tlay of the uatuLstiir Kohipi of Vit- 
talfiSvara the Vijayanagar Viceroy, out of the saving resulting from 
the abolition of ceriaiii posts such as KHvi, Ajnai etc., except Sri- 
Kftryam and Srikflryn Kai^iikku. 

A copy of a copper plate grant was also examined in the 
year similar to the one published in Vol. VIII. page 15, of the Tru- 
vauoore Archa?oIogieal Scries, belonging to the reigu of Vehkatariya 
the Vijayanagar King. Us scrijit is Nagarl and its language is Sans- 
krit, The date of the iiiscriptinu is Saka 1508 Vyaya, Kirtika, I't- 
thana Dvada&i of the bright half of the moon. I he record relates 
to the gift ot a village uamed tirl- Parti Kula^gkara Jialltlr near 
Kps ija.su mudram to various Brahmins belonging to different families, 
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Excavation. 

All fispect o£ .irchffiolosiral work whicli had loii" remained 
to bo taken up by tha De|xu'cment related to excavation. A preli- 
minary atteiri|)t in the direc.ion was made Ust year at the ancient 
site oE Tfkka.kkara, where, after trial dif'iiings, it was found pos- 
sible CO exliuine a few relics of old moiiuinents. This year, a syste- 
matic: attempt was made to continue that woik. The excavation 
wcis started on on the western side of the temple from 

north to south to unearth the old boundary wall built of laterite 
stone, The place was so overgrown with vugt*tatioii that at the out- 
set it had to bo cleared before any digging could be eiinmenced. 
Secondly, there was the lack of skilled labour at tlie spot; and the 
local Workmen had to be trained in the use of the pickaxe and the 
sjxide lest they should damage the precious relic?, Ac first, a trench 
of two fee': width was dug to trace out the relics of the old wall. 
After tlnit tli i exctivation was started from ilv: top surface to a depth 
of seven feet and in some places to ten feet, before the old laterite 
wall could b: cxUuraod. A dis:auce of about 58il feet was dug; 
and tliju if was found that ths whole wall was built of I:iturire s'on^s 
each measuring '7'' in leiig h, 10'' in breadth, and 6" in thickness. 
Ill til * course of the excavation, the relics of the old Gopuni of the 
temple and also the baseineii''s of five chambers and the foundations 
of a building were discovered. Afte'* this was done, the work was 
Continued on the other three sides also; and the relics of iheb mnd- 
ary wall to a djptli of i feet were traced. When this was finished, 
the accretions of earth and shrubs ou the old masonry walls were 
scraped and removed. Within the preeinecsof the temple there was 
dense jungle which also was removed before any further work was 
done, ill the course of clearing, a broken stone image of Vi§pu, 
one of Nagiyakii, a stone lamp and a bronze horn cap were dis- 
covered. Of these, the Yi§i)u image measures 11" in height and 7" 
in breadth, mid the NSgayak^i 10" X O". OF the two, the Vispu 
image is a good example of indigenous sculptural worknrniship sug- 
gesting an air of spiritual fo'’ce and rejxise. The length of tlie stone 
lamp is 7}" and its breadtli is 4". In the course of the excavation 
about 2'i.i00 c, ft- of earth was removed; and the average excavated 
width was about 5ft., and depth 3Jft. Of the excavated wall, a length 
of al)out l2d ft, was bniit on hard laterite surface. The t.ital length 
of the wait after extsivation was found to be o(J0 ft, of which the 
space occupied by the Gopura Is 35 ft. liouud the premises, the 
remnants tif f »ur old temples were also exhumed, but nothing 
except the >ld stone basement to a depth of about 2 fi. was found. 











V^o^\■ (if lliC cxGflVati iJ ouU-T ^\ aII tff tlif' flt Tri!J<r*kk(ivii 
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The tucond excavation unde eta ken in the year was at Cape 
Comorin, at the site ot the old GLihanatliasvaniin temjile, wlti* a 
view to exhuming the imcriptioiiB engraveti on the base of the 
shrine. On the three sides of the temple an area of about 200 ft. 
in length, 28" in width, and 12" in depth was extiavated. in 
the course of the work, thirtyfour stone slai.s containing iiiscrip- 
tions were exhumed; (all these records have been already published 
by tlie Department) ; and one bas-relief 5^- ft. in length, U- ft. in 
thickness and 4 ft. in breadth cotitaining exijuisire stotiu sculp- 
tures ; also a stone image of Kalabhairava 2' x 1' x (i", and a 
Kaivari or parapet stone 4V x 2|' x 1^' containing an inscrip'iou 
were discovered. Of these, ihn women iigmvs in the bus-ndief are 
a marvel of delicate grace and heauiy with carefully modelled limbs, 
Tlity have also an expression of delicate strength in the structure 
ol' tlieir body. Toe image of Kalabhiiiravii is broken. NevertheK'Ss 
ii iia-i an expression (tf a spiritual presence heightened by a graceftd 
vitality and rliythin. Besides these, the relics of a stone wail5fi ft. 
y ins. iji length wore also unearthed ut the sirle lo a dejitli of a bout 
two I'eer. '1 he whole ]>lace was covered ^Yit.h dejise thickets and 

tlioi'iiv bushes: and these had to l>e removed before auv work could 
*■ * 

be done at the spot. 

The most important of the excavations in the year was the 
one niiderraken at NarSnatfokilvti in Peruinpilmitr, An inscription 
in VaUdaliu scripr was discovered at the site early in the year 
which, when cleciphered, led me to believe in the existence of au 
old temple there. The place wais overgrown with dense vegehifion: 
and there was absolutely no trace of any mo mi men ts disclosed to 
public view. After ‘ligging trial trenches, the existence of a stone 
structure came to light. Continuing the excavation a depth of 
6 ft. from the surface, I came across the foundations of the Gui'bha- 
gflia of an old temple, together with the broken pieces of a 
Vi#9u image. The basement of the edifice is circular and irieasures 
11 ft. in radius. The inside measurement of the structure after 
the exKivation is 7 ft. srpiare. The Visnu image is H ft. high from 
the petlestal and 1 fi . wide. The figure of this image is of skillful 
workmanship and is remarkable for its jjower of expression and 
quiet serenity. Cotiiinuing the excavation seven stone pillars of 
the temple were discovered- Each of these measured 5 ft, 2 
inches in length and 9 inches in thickness. The remnants of the 
old wir/ndf7pn in front of the Garbluigi'ha were also come across; and 
the slabs wiih which it was built were each found to measure 
ft. in lengtlj, 2 ft. 2 inches in width and 10 inches in thickness. 
The mandaua uiust have Iwen about 10} ft. souare. 



The total expenditure incuiTcd on excavation in the year 
was Ks. ^94 chs. 24 and cash. 5. 

Conservation. 

This important bi'anch of Archfcological work received in 
the year an increasing recognition ; and my muin attention was con- 
centrated on the preservation o£ the ancient palace at Padmanabha* 
puram in which an impcrbiut discovery o£ old mitral paintings was 
made by me last year. The place Is ao decorative and so full of 
historical and architectural luterest that U was thought imperative 
that nec.-issary steps should b-’ taken to make it an object o£ special 
attention and care, For n number of years the iraporoiuce of this 
palace was not recognised » and much vandalism was perpetrated 
resulting in tlie destruction o£some o£ the precious edifices- Por- 
tions of the palace wore also used for local official purposes. 1 he 
palace bnildliigs are under the charge of the revenue authorities ; 
and their maintenance and repair are looked after by the Mar&mat 
Department. With a view to treating this monument with the 
loving care and historic reverence that it demands, Government 
was addressed on the special character of this grand old palace and 
on the necessity of a legislation fur the preservation ol ancient 
raomiments in the State. Government were pleased to accept niy 
suggestion, and to order the following recommendations being 
carried out expeditiously as the first step in the conservation o£ the 
ancient palace. 

(1) That ihe inner and outer walls of the palace be white- 
washed and plastered with chitnam to give them 
an appearance of grace and cleanliness. 

(2> That the wooden doors, windows, Ceilings and 
rafters of the buildings of the palace be repair ed^ 
cleaned and painted with wood-oil or any other 
wood preservative. 

(3) That the loose windows and doors be permanently 

fixed. 

(4) That the floors of the various rooms be repaired and 

painted with black plaster as of old. 

(5) That the patches on the walls inside and outside be 

filled. 

t6) That the modern tiles be replaced by the old Dutch 
tiles known also as H. P, tiles particularly on the 
eaves of the main four storeyed building contain- 
ing the mural paintings. 

(7) That the crested ridges of the above-mentioned build- 
ing be replaced wherever they are missing. 
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(S) Tliat tbc coating oE cluniMn on tlie sculpt ui’esi find 
iusci'iptions oE the Nav/irdtri Mamhijiam lie re- 
moved . 

(SI) Tliut tile local 1st Class ^Iiigi^ti-iite’s Coiirr, the Deva- 
svaui and Mara mat otHees, and the l^nkutliy 
Cutcherry be shifted from the Paliu^ buildings. 

ClO) That sign boards and labels he put up on the differ- 
ent structures in the Palace, 

(11) That steps be taken (o ju-cserve the exquisite iiiuruls 
and to copy and reproduce them. 

Government were also good enough to sauciion a sum of 
Rs, 4500 for the pur pose of repair aud renovation stiggestiid Ly me; 
and they ware carj'icd out in the year hy the Maramat L’opartnicnt 
in conBultatioii with me* Later, Govern in (tut sanctioned iiiiotluiv 
sniQ of Its. 2750 being provided foi* the restoration and prose na- 
tion of the murals in the 1‘idacc : and the work has been taken up. 
As a first step in that direction, outline ti'ucings of i’oui' panels 
depicting Hari Mara, ArddlianariSyani, the Dance of iNiHarSja and 
Gaugla worship were taken up and conflicted in the year. 'I hey 
have sitKK been reproduced in colours. 

The painting of Mari Mara x 1'2") depicts the figure 

of Yi§ou on the left side and that of Siva on the right, tlie former 
being painted in hliTish green colour and the latter snow white. 
This picture symbolises the religious cat ho li city so characteristic of 
Hinduiarn ill Indh, and shows the unity of Saivisvn and Vui^na- 
vism. 

The figure has four hands, the hack right hand holding a 
Para&u or battle axe, and the from right a l>rokeii lajpila^ while 
tite liack left hand holds a Saiika or conch, aud the I'roiit left, ui 
Katijavalamhita pose resting on a i/adr/ the tOj> of which is shajicd 
like a Cakra On tlie Iiands are seen Km, aka, Valaja, Kryiira, Angadii 
and other ornaments, A garland of skulls is found ou the breasi of 
Sara ; while Hari wears a //tlra or gtirlaiid of pearls. Tlie left half 
has a f^a7iamd/(t in addit ion to these, lloth iheliguroe of Hari and 
Kara have necklaces, the neck of Hara being painted in blue- Ham 
is clad in elephant or tiger skin, and Hari has a Pftaiubara. 

On both the figtir. > are seen IJdarabandlia and Kaubaiidln. 
The legs of the two halws r.rc; straight and In fnnnahhjtiija posttire 
aud have on them anklets nf dilferci it ki)id.s. An Yajiiopaviia is 
also seen on tlie body, the one of r ara being of Nilga. On the ears 
are found Kundalofi: Iluri wearing a PiaJ’tnakmuja^a and Hara a 
Siinlinl'unPda. The figure of Hara has his third eve on the. riglit 
xorohcaclj luid a J<!td mal'Hfff adoriiiMl with and a freM-tiiit 
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moon, while Hari has a Kirl^a f>et with precious stones Behind 
the iaiftge of this whole figure, a Sri-Cakra is seen which extends 
down to the legs. Two iiUfs with their hands in uTiJali pose over their 
head are seen on eithei' side: and the whole figure is piiinred staiid- 
iiig on a PadmujnOKi. This painting is drawn with a delicacy and 
sympathetic care and with an economy and restraint combined with 
a grainl imagination which gives us tile impression of a quiet and 
restful ])ose coupled with a mngtiificcnce of strength and majesty. 

The picture of ArddhiiurirfSvira (.'i'7^ x 1 which was 
next copied, Is beautifully painted with symmetry and rhythm and 
a heightened vitality and graceful line of decoration- This figure 
syniliolisea the commingling and harmonising of the virile qualities 
of man with the gentle qualities of woman. Ju it we get the 
impression of the luelbwing of strength and intellect with gentle- 
ness, sympathy and reiiclevness reaching our to the infinite. In this 
picture the riglit half is occu])ied by the figure of Siva and tlie left 
half of Parvut'i. The male half has a jatttmahUn adorned with 
(.lai'iga but without the crescent moon. On the ear is seen a Sim ha 
Kundiila, and the third eye is painted on the forehead- The 
female part of the figure is painted in green colour lUal has a Kttr- 
ani/« Miihtta-i a knot of liair with biiuds of jewelled ornaments and 
garlands. On the ear is seen a Patra Kwuiala ; and different kinds 
of Kaiili'anas and ICeyaratt adorn the hamis- There are uucklace.s 
on the neck and a garland of jJeiU’ls on the breast. A red silk cloth 
with Kunvhas which descends to the anklets is also shown kept in 
position by I'diirabandha and KatTbandha, A number of aiikleia 
give tlie legs uii addetl grace and beauty. The whole figure ')f 
ArddhaAari&vum is depicted with four hands, the right upiicr hand 
holding iijHira I'l, the lower one a frlsiila^ and the left upper hand 
having a Petia, the lower arm holding a red lotins fiower. The 
figure is painted as standing on a lotus pedestal with a background 
nicely decorated, in Tv'bich four devotees, two on either side wiih 
their liands joined in nn/ali pose arid rai.^cd to the brea-^t arc painted. 
They are tlie Bsis tvnrshipjiiiig the Siva-Sakti ; and their long black 
beards have a realistic touch about them. An esquifitc wistful 
disilluEioninciit ptu'vades this jficture ; and rliere is in it a marvellous 
l>ower of draughtsinansliip combined with a glowing refinement 
of colours. 

The third figure (43' X 3j'} copied is tliat of the Dance of 
Katiii’aja. In arti.stic finish and expression, it is not so exijuiske as 
the one already copied by the Department from the temple at Kttu- 
miintlr in the previous year. The whole picture is resplendent with 
an exbuberant richness of detail and has a fairly high order of 
emotional and artistic expression. 
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Wlmc is si;nu ill the picitiii’e is the iintif irf ii |)iil sating lif^, 
theeiier/^y ami rhythm uf rlie hhj’s t'orej iu the universe, a inotil’ 
uniiHiB ii) its j,n'iimleur, solyuiuiiy, vliality and execution. The 
^reat Uoil Siva is (Icpiefeil as perl’oi'iuitig liis c lance of i-reative eit- 
ergy, sending waves ol’ liie tliruu^h inurt inai ler. A sense oii rajifiire 
and a grace o£ balance ami inoveiuei!" are baaiitiEiilly expnissad 
ill this picture. Thu artist who lias painted this picture 
has followed ihe CaauiiilaAatVn lueasureiiient and has 
used the red, vvliite. green and black colours in pain ring the 
various Hgures. A six teen •i'rined Si\ii is a nnit[ue conceininn pe- 
culiar to Keraja. Unlike thy figure of Nataraja in the Kvtninanur 
temple, we find in the Padmaiiabhapnnim painting the right and 
left legs of Siva placed on the ApaMuaru. In the Eltnuirinur jiaintuig, 
it ia the left lug that tramples on the demon. The I'igln and left 
hands of the Ajmsiuilra are tlejiicted in tlie Kttumaiiftr painting as 
holding the tall of a snake vvliose hood is raised near his riglit lug. 
In both, the Nat'O'ilja figure is painted in white colour as though 
Bineared by ashes. The foreano.s mul the legs hdnw the knee and the 
belly below the navel are seen smeared with Sinf/nni. The figure 
has sixteun hands, the right seven holding a jiantiia, (niktiiu, 
(lumam, .'<nal'e, of/vi/, broken Ktipahi and a iuia respectively, while 
the eighth one has a Radrdhn garland- In the left seven hands nro 
seen a Mt'ga, Jrdld-mala^ pdkt^ nW, <jlnmta, Kapalu and Rsahha on 
a long pole; and the eighth one is in the JhithlahritiUi po=(; and hohls 
two iron jingling jtolcs. On the enrs of tlie Natai-aja figure arc 
seen Kundalas onu of which is ydiikandala- The mark of Ldh'ikfHu 
devoured by Siva is also shown in the figure pidiitcd mi his neck. 
The neck lias a KapSlamala, while dvalamaia goes down through 
behind the head from the raised left hand to the extent of the 
right knee. The right leg is a little raised and a nuniber of figures 
oE deraons such as Jwalatuukhi. some Gods such as Tfralima. Yisnu 
GaijCSa, and Siibrahmapya with their vehicles, and Parvati riding on 
a bull are also painted in. this picture- Some of the figures in tliis 
panel are stiff and conventional, but the whole picture has in it a 
powerful effect of light and flliade. A gorgeous glowing colour 
Imthed in a wonderful golden red line, bringing alaont a magni- 
ficence of strength and majesty, is a jiervading characteristic of 
the ivhole painting. 

The Worship of (biyc&a (4'x.H’-)J") Uie other pamd that 
was copied from ilie palace in the year, iti which there is a jxiriioii 
depicting a party of niiisiciaiis with a un!([ue grace and supjilcness. 
The figures in it are realistic, and full of grace and vigour despite 
their wistfulncss and not withstanding the hardness of tlieir out-- 
lines. There is an almosoliciv of caotivatiiiL^ domcsticitv af>out 
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thsiin. W!int tfives thym ii (li^-titignisliiiig chamcLur is the exiiuisite 
suavity ’iiiicl delicious ueJ's o£ look and ornuniciits, all bcaiuifidiy 
shaped iin.l resplendent with csprcssicai, Thcru is a dreamy and 
liiMgnonms magic aiioiit ihein: and the whole scene gives an *air o£ 
pbiyfiilnoss without being trivial, grandiose without being poinpous, 
dainty without lieing empty and carefully compounded without 
being stilted. On the whole, it is a strangely inTcstiug composition 
of figures. 

In addition to ilu; above, a mural painting of supreme i ti- 
le rest, depicting ns it does ti pnliia; scene, was cliscoverod in the Juru- 
vclappura Malign ittfticiied to the Fort jtalace at Triviuidiint:, It he- 
long.s to the early lN:h century; and iho'.igh it is go ns idem hi y da- 
maged, I was :d)lc to take iinoniliiie copy of a iiortion of it measur- 
ing 3'2" X I'-ii'', representing a court scene, in which the treatinent of 
the Women figures is a mi? ter piece of realism ami pictorial arrange* 
me lit. There is in it a brilliance of linish ami iii’tistic expression, 
and above all, a fascinating element of beauty and grace brought 
about by the perfection ot llic bodily decoration and finish of tlie 
various women ligurus. Thecoifl'enrsof these ligu'’es have a niagni- 
liceiuie and deli cute finish; and they iire drawn with wonderful ac- 
curacy . One figure in it, that of an old princess of tlie 1 loyal 
Family holding Rndrfiksa beads and watch ing something tliat is 
going on is very life-like and has a boldness sind natnnilncss of 
conception. The costumes of all the women figures are charming; 
ami their lii'iiided hair together with the various jewels and orna- 
ments they wear jiarticnlarly the bracelets, car-rings and nose rings 
have a great local Intei'ost and b-anty. Each figure is different in 
its t;x]>ression from the rest, ami in each there is a fascination 
brought a I JO Lit by a creamy luscious ness of paint, and pomjj of sty- 
lishness, serenity and poise. 

Miiscellaneous. 

Information was received in the y'car of the visit of Mr, Id. 
Margreaves, Ketired Director (ieiierai of irclucology in India, jis 
reprcscrtative ot the Museums Association, London in the course of 
his tour on a survey of the m ii.se n ms of India and Burma; and under 
orders of Government, the work of preparing a catalogue of the 
exhibits in ihc Governinenr Museum, Trivandrum, was undertaken 
and tinished in the year. Later, G'-’vernnient were pleased to iilace 
ibc Aiusetim niider my iidininistrative control, combining it with the 
&ri-(.'hi!ra!ayam (the State Picture Gallery). I took charge of the 
institution on the 20th Karkiitakam 1111; and within a few days, 
the re-arrangement of the exhilitt-s of the arts and crafts section was 
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tak>iD up by me. lu my task, I lri*l tha benefit of the advice and 
oo-operatioTi of Oi*. Juin;:!* H. Cousins who happened to ba in Tri- 
vandrum at the timii. Towards the end of the year, the mail) 
central hall of the Museum was completely overhauled; and the 
superfluous geological and ethnologicid exliibitswere removed to tlie 
Library building which has siiicj fonuod an mmeso to the main 
Museum. 

Secondly, the cornpiktion of a topographical list of inscrip- 
tions in the State which was under preparation tor the last few years 
was almost completed iu the year. 

5ri Chitralayam. 

In my report for 1110 M. E. mention was made of the 
organisation of a State Picture Gallery willed the Sri Chitralayam 
under the auspices of Government and as an anne io of the Archico- 
logical iJepartment, On the Dth tCanni this year, the inatitiition 
waa openm by His Highness the Maharaja; and since then, it has 
been placed under my supemsiou. The Gallery now contains a re- 
presentative collection of ancient, medieval, ant] modern Indian 
pamtin^, and also specimens of Tibetan, Chinese and .la])inicse art. 
A considerable portion of my time in the year had to bo spent In 
Hie working of the institution. 

Publication. 

'I he first proof of Vol. IX of tlie Travaneore Archeolo- 
gical Series has l"*een seen tlirongli the Press and the .strike-off order 
for Vol. Vlll wasigiveu. 

Subjoined is a statement of the rocei]rts and expemiiture of 
the department* 


Expenditure. 

Hs. 1 

C’JlS. 

C. 

Salary of Superintenrleiit 

3000 

0 

0 

Establishment 


20 

i 

Travelling Allowance. 

741 

6 

4 

Contingency. 

1552 

2,3 

0 

r.>cal. 

7932 

21 

1 1 
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Receipts. 


i:>al(5 tjf KleineiitB of Uindu 
Iconogniphy. 
Salt of Archa'ologial Piibli- 
cations. 


Hs, Chs. C. 
195 0 0 

1 24 0 


Total. 196 21 0 


I Iiave the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
K. YasL'DKVA PODI’VAL, 
Supe'miiendmt (\t Archaeoleyy. 
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A r P E N 0 I X A. 

Placed visitkc uv the Slu'eiuntesdent ck AaciLKOLOai' 

IN the YEAIi nil M- E, 


No, oj fltiys. 

Chimjnm. 

PtidRitiiiabbipurain. ^ 

Kilinianar. 

Kmini, 

Viiikiim. 

UcliiyiimpPril!', . 

Parthivn]nini!H. 

Ttilmn. 

Cape. 

Vattakkotta- „ 

Padmanablmpurain, ^ 

Vi'ischiyam, 

Maiikulam. 

Kaj&kamaftgalain . 

Bhatiipa^idi. 

Liiyam. 

Erachakulum, 

Foruvila 

K»UiT&nkadu. 

^^illuku^i. 

EraiiieU 

Chd>thaiiku[atii, 

Brahmn[)ur.tm. 

Sham. 

TaujoiT. 

Madras. 

Ban^lore. 

Bombay. ^ ^ 

Mai'aravi- 

Uduya*riri. 

Puiinlur. 

Aslainantralam. 4 
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Appendix A. — (contd.') 

Kamhliarii. 

PiidDiaiiabliupnciim. 

Capa. 

Minam. 

Pcmmpavtii*. 

Ktillil. 

Alalayattui*. 

KottiipLiram. 

Pallipuram. 

Me.dam. 

Perumptijutur, 

Manalikara. 

Edm'om , 

PalUr. 

§astaukot[ai.. 

Mithunam, 

Kula&gkbanipuram. 

Tj'kkakkara. 

Karkatahim. 

Pulikopam. 

Padmanabhapuram, 

PtrumpulutQr. 


A/fl. oj dai,s. 


2 


fi 


4 


10 

12 


6 


Total. 


7ti 
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Phice/i visited (>>/ Pfiiniii-Aftsisici'iit, 

?io, o/datjf. 

Ohinyaiii. 

PadtmmabltiipurRin. ^ 

Ktinni. 

Tsa^tircoil. j 

K'tintyaknjttm. 

^ hvlam. 

Pudinidiabluipuratn, ^ 

*am7n. 

Eraniel. 

Msdam. 

Kulatttlpujiiu 

Teniiuilrti. 

Periimpiilutvii'. 

ChenkStts. 

Klangad. ^ 

Ji^unant, 

Cape Comorin. 

Siichlndram. 

ri 

Karkataiam, 

PulwkottukoiiiiiD. 

Pernmpjutar, 7 


dotal 


29 



List of Iksciuptions copied buking the yeah 1111 M. E. 
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APPENDIX C. 

List OF Photos takkn ouiukg tim; yka« Hi I m. li. 


Si:fu 

I, Stone image at I'ji<lrafin,tl»hftpuram Prthice half plate. 

2 to . 1 . Mural paintings at the same pa tare. Cull plate. 

6- IranM of Agastya i stone) in the Museum^ 

Tiivandvum. half plate. 

7. An old painting of Kama van ria nlias Dhai*- 

marjijn inside tliePalaee, 'rrivaiidrmii. half plate. 

8 . Plioto of the oLitllin^ of mtirai pi in ting from 

Cochin State. full plate. 

9. Siva and Purvati. outline of the pain tiiigi from 

Tinnnmdikara Cave. full plate. 

10. Lady’s Toilet (outlino) full plate. 

II. Kamndevu Do, full plate* 

12 , Raja Kajeswari Do, Do. 

13, Nar.ida Do. Do. 

14, Snbralimayyn Do. Do. 

15 tots. Plioto of the Kavi ''anna paintings in 

the Sri Cliitralnyani. Do, 

19, Hari-Hara(niitline of the painting from I^ad- 

inanablmpuraui Palace. Do. 

20 . Gaije&a worship (outline) Do. Do. 

21, Nataraja's Danct, (outliiift) Do. Do. 

22. Sftsta hunting (outline of the painting) at Sri 

Padraunabhaswami Ttmple. Trivandriiiti. Do. 

25. Around the Giihatia,t!iasvftiinti Teinptej Cape 

Comorin. jjp 

24. Excavation in front of the .same temple. Do. 

26. Tank view (excavated) at the same place. Do. 

26. Another view of the same. Do. 

27. Stone Pillar containing Inscription. Do. 

28. Distant view of the same temple. Do. 

29. K&labhaii-ava (stone) at tlie same temple half plate 

30. General view of the Vamana temple ct Tyk- 

kakara, full plate. 

31. lank and temple of the .same place. Do 

32. .Area covered with vegetation at Do. Do* 

33. Laterite wall (excavated) at the same place. Do! 

.34. Cleiu-ing vegetation in the same place Do.' 

3w General view of the wall (exca\ :ited) at tfic 

same place 0 ^, 

36. Protiesa of scraping the top surface of tha 

ancient walk n 



so 


sr. 

3S. 

39. 


4(.>. 

41, 

IS. 

43. 

44. 

45 . 

46 

47. 

4«. 

49. 

50. 

51. 
5^ . 


53. 


54. 


55 . 


56. 

57. 

58. 


59 . 

60. 

61 to 63. 
64. 

65 to 67. 
69 to 72. 
73 to 76. 
77 to 81. 


Usseiuent of tin old structure (excavated) 
Process of excavating laterite wall. 

Distant view of tbe nxcitvated wall at the 
same plaa*. 

View of the e.vcavated wail at (.TOpiiram. 
View of the excavated monutnents at the 
same place. 

Basement of old structures. 

View shnwiug the old clmmbers. 

General new of the rentiplt; ground at the 
same place. 

View of the Northern Gopuram (excavated) 
at the same place. 

Basement of an old circular shi’ine(excai'ated) 
at the same place. 

Basement of an old quadrangular shrine. 
View of the western Gopuram (excavated) 
Photo of an old Balikal 
General view of the Turuthu. 

Imago of Nagayakshi and Visnu. 

Photo of the area covered with vegetation at 
Perumpaiatnr. 

Photo of clearing vegetation in the same 
place. 

Photo of excavating circular Srikoil at the 
same place. 

Photo of the circular .Srikoil (after excava- 
tion) at the same place. 

Central Hall of the Napier Museum, Trivan- 
drum. 

Side view of the same Hal], 

View of the Rangavilasam Palace, Trivan- 
drum. 

Central Hall of same place (upstairs) 

Corner view of the same hall- 
Views of the Sri Chitralayam, Trivan- 
drum. 

Central Hall of the Sri Chitralayara, Trivan- 
drum 

Side rooms of the Sri Chitralayaiu. 

Paja Eduppu procession at Trivandrum, 
Opening of the Rubber Factory. 

Opening of the Si’i Chitralayam. 

Bromide prints taken in the year. 


full plate. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

half plate. 

full plate. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

334 prints 
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A P P F. N D I X. D. 

List ok Additions TOTHa LuiRAUv is 1111 m* k. 

1, liutlumbapoi'uty and aervictj In am lands attadu-d lo 

Matliilngom. 

2 , Studies hi the history <>£ the third dynasty o£ N'ijayanagni’. 
3* Town pill lining in an clout In 5 m, 

4> Some con ti’ibii cion of Soiitli India to Indian cuUiira, 

5. Culture and costuinu ; race origins of the Jiast unvciied. 

6. The Geographical Diottonnry of aiioient and medii-vid 

India. 

7. Calcutta Oriental Series. 

8. Calcutta rniversity Anthi’opological papei's IJo. 6. 

9. The first outlines of a systematic Anthropology of Asia. 

10, Calcutta Sanskrit Scries ; Aljhiiiaya Darpanaiii. 

11. Ten [Jpinishads 

18. Indian civiliicntion aiul its antiquity, 

13, Chronology of ancient India, 

14, A study of ancient Indian Numismatics. 

15, Social life in and Hit India. 

16, Studies in Vatsyay ana’s J\anm Sastra, 

17, Greater India Society Publication No. 3, 

IS. Chosen Poems. Presented by (Ti'ant Dull:. 

19. Grow'th of caste in India. 

20. The Music of the orumt and oceidenl. 

21. Proceedings and Tnins act Ions of All India Oriental Con- 

ferenee, Barodti 1933. 

22. Intelligent man’s guide to Indian Philosophy. 

23. The wild tribes in Indian Histoiy. 

24. Pearls of the faith of Islam’s Kosarv. f presented) 

25. The Gnnga<j of Talkad. 

26. The University of Nalaiida. 

27. Music, 

28. The Pal lava Genealogy. 

29. Begin uiugs of Vljaynnagar History. 

30. Studie.s in Pal lava History, 

31. An Introduction to the study of costunir from Nudity to 

Kidmenr. 

33. Ballads of North Malabar. 

.33, A study in synt]u*.sis. 

34. Traviincore administration Uetiort for lUO M. K. 

35. India’s outlook on life, 

30. Dr.S. K-riBliiiaswamy Aiyeagnr Comuminninration volume 

37. Bharathiya Chitrakala, 

38. The siorv of civilization Vol. I. 

39. Do. Vol. II. 
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40. The ideaU of liiduiti Art. 

41. The year book of orieutal art and taihure. 19^ tu 1925. 
■12. The Himalayas ia Indian Art, 

43. The Hand book o£ Indian Arr, 

4-1, The Tmiisformiition of Nature, 

40. The History of fine arts in India and Ceylon. 

4U. Studies in Indian Painting. 

47. Indian Sculpture and Painting. 

4'^, History ol' Indian and Indonesian art. 

49. An introdufitio?! to the study of Medieval Indian seal- 

piiire. 

50. Thu year lx>ok of Orientiil Art. Vol. II plates. 

51. Hindu Art ii. its social setting, 

Lisf o/'of/tej’ Adciiiio/if, 


1. Annual Report of the Archaeological Survey of Mysore. 

2. Do. of tile Archaeologictil Department, Cooliin 
State. 

tt. Hiilletin of the Bhamlirkar Research Institute, Poona, 

4. Annual Report'^of the Archaeological Survey of Ceylon. 

5. Jour nil of the Uehar and Orissa llaseareh Society. 

6. Indian Historical Quarterly.s ' v _ 

7. Dwaja. ^ 

S. LeMonde Orientale 

9. Bibliogmphj' of Indian Archaeology, Kern I’lHtitute, 
Luyden. is.. 

10. PubUcations of the Vaivndra Research Society. 

11. Bulletin of the Dacca University. 

12. Journal of the Mythic Sccietv, Bangalore. 

13. Publicatiiius of the Madras University. 

14. Do. of the Annamalai University. 

la. Bulletins of the Madras Government M,useum. 

16. Report of the Watson Museum of anriiiuities, ttajkot 

17. Bulletin of the Pine Arts Musemn Bos tom, 

18. Annual Report of South Indian Kpigraphy. Madras. 

19 Journal of the Andhra Rese4irch Society, 

20. Annua! Report of the Pudukotta Museum. 

21. Journal of the Calcuthi Oriental Society. 


Journals SvbscHbed. 



S and letters, 

■al Review. 

the Indian Society of Oriental Art' 
ituru. 

the Greater Indian Soviety. 






